2i8                     THE AGE OF REASON
was an excellent rich bourgeoise who at the age of fourteen
had made a happy marriage with a man of forty-eight. She
held her salon from the year 1749 almost to her death, in 1791.
Madame du Deffand's salon near the Sainte-Chapelle was
philosophic; indeed, her insatiable curiosity extended to all
subjects, so that in her circle thought and speech were free.
She was a keen critic, who knew talent when she met it.
Among the frequenters of her house was the brilliant and
ironic Horace Walpole, upon whom she lavished the last
friendship of her long life, a friendship of which it has been
said," its enduring quality, its half-fierce, half-wistful intensity,
invest it with a queer pathos and raise it above the level of a
mere infatuation," She died in 1780. The philosophic tradition
in the salon was maintained by Mademoiselle de Lespinasse
near the Convent of St Joseph, and by Madame Helv&ius
in the Rue Sainte-Anne; Diderot, Raynal, Turgot, Condorcet,
Grimm, were regular visitors. Madame de Lespinasse's salon
has been called " the laboratory of the Encyclopedia "; that
of Madame Helvetius les fitats Generalise de Vesprit humain.1
Dinner was served in some houses as early as one o'clock
or half-past one (this was Mademoiselle de Lespinasse's hour)
or as late as four-thirty (the hour adopted by Madame Necker).
The salon proper, however, was not the dinner-party, but
rather the afternoon or evening reception. Mademoiselle de
Lespinasse's reception in the Rue Saint-Honore was in the even-
ing, from five to nine o'clock. It might be said that all distin-
guished persons, residents in Paris or visitors to it (like David
Hume or Lord Shelburne), would be found there. Marmontel,
the critic, the author of Contes Moraux, writes in his Memoires:2
I do not reckon among my particular societies the" assembly
which took place in the evening at Mademoiselle de Lespinasse's:
because, with the exception of some friends of d'Alembert, such
as the Chevalier de Chastellux, the Abb6 Morellet, Saint-Lambert,
and mysetf, this circle was formed of people who were not con-
nected with each other. She had chosen them here and there in
1 B&Ikr et Hazard, op. cit., vol. ii, p. 93.
* M&avxres de Marmontel (1891), vol. ii, pp. 229 ff.